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Letter to the Editor Antimicrobial susceptibility associated with bloodstream infections in children: a referral hospital-based study Dear Editor, Bacterial pathogens are becoming more and more resistant to antibiotics used commonly by healthcare practitioners. Despite introduction of new antibiotics, empiric treatment of patients with bloodstream infections (BSIs) became a major challenge for practicing physicians. 1, 2 To depict the susceptibility patterns of BSI pathogens endemic in a referral pediatric hospital, Children's Medical Center (Tehran, Iran), the antimicrobial susceptibility patterns among 3593 patients were reviewed in a 5-year period (2006) (2007) (2008) (2009) (2010) . Bacterial identification and disk diffusion susceptibility testing were performed, using standard methods. 3 Percentages (Table 1) . Although bacteriologic culture is the keystone of management of septicemia, culture result takes time; therefore, understanding the regional bacterial susceptibility and pattern of resistance to antimicrobial agents is very important to prepare treatment guidelines. In two previous studies conducted in the same hospital during 1995-2000 and 2001-2005, the prevalence of Gram positive bacteria was reported as 72.0% and 47.6%, respectively. 4, 5 However, the recent data showed that the Gram negative microorganisms have become much more prevalent. These data also show that the pattern of antimicrobial resistance in Iran is different from other parts of the world. Thus, based on the observed changes therapeutic regimens prescribed by health practitioners in Iran should be modified. 
